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When lynching became too difficult, and DR. KING’S assassina
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world, the south resorted to the Novthern specialty of the sophisticated legal
lvnching  of Black men who refused to know *‘their place’’: a 30-year sentence
went to BROTHER LEE OTIS JOHNSON,

TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS
T0 GO, NOW

BROTHER LEE OTIS JOHNSON DENIED APPEAL ON
30-YEAR MARIJUANA CONVICTION

In 1955, a weary, slightly-built
Black woman refused lo sit in the
back of a Jim Crow bus in Monl-
gomery, Alabama. This defiant ges-
ture by Rosa Parks shocked and
startled a sleepy, racist South. She
was naturally arrested, It marked the
beginning of the Monigomery Bus
Boycott and the Civil Rights Eva in
the United States, led by a young,
then wunknown Baptist preacher named
Martin Luther King, Such a thing
would have never happened in the

North, The racism and oppression
in the urban ghetlo was/is much move
sophisticated: de faclo, racisl seg-
regation; oppression subiley cloaked
in the “‘unfortunale’ economic
situation in which Black people find
themselves, As it were, the South was
not preparved for the Civil Righls
Era, Their racism, their oppression,
was much too overt, Public lynchings
had ceased only a few years before.
It took the Soulh a long lime io even
begin lo learn how to implemeni

the *legal lynching'’, @ long-time
Northern sbecialtv. Why raﬂroaﬂ-l

Blacks, when the local Klan sheriff
could be judge, jury and execulioner?

However, the mass demonstrations
of the Civil Rights Eva and the mass
studenl organizing and voler vegis-
tration drives focused too much al-
tention on brutal, Southern racism,
Therefore, the southern-style vail-
roads of students and civil vights
ovganizers weve begun. Such is the
case of Lee Otis Johnson, who had
been one of the prime organizers in
the civil rights movement during the.
Martin Luther King Era in Texas.
Lee Olis was a field secretary in
SNCC (Student Non-Violent Coordina-
ting Commitlee) and was very insiru-
mental in organizing the students at
Texas Southern University and the
Houston Black community, The Texas
Southern Campus had been the scene
of many student demonstrations for
a relevant Black Studies curriculum,
Police harassment and surveillance
at Texas Southern (TSU) was inien-
sified during this time. Tensions
weve high. One night during that
period, a battalion of Houston Police
fired over 6,000 rounds of ammu-
nition into a dormitory on the TSU
campus, during what the police call
the “*TSU Riot"”. After the incidenis
at TSU, five students got political
frame-up cases. They came to be
kEnown as the TSU Five. The Houslon
power slructure iried lo trump-up
similar charges against Lee Olis,
but, they were unable to do so.The
fascists, realizing that they didn’t
have encugh **valid’® evidence to con-
vict Lee Otis for conspivacy toincite
a riot, decided to collaborale an-
other fabricated charge against him,
and get him later,

The Criminal Intelligence Division
(CID) of the Houston pig department
was put to work. The CID had al-
ready been watching SNCC and any
other progressive groups and indi-
viduals in Houston, Freguent, some-
times daily veports on Lee Oftis
Johnson were made directly to
Houston Mayor Welch’s office. A
constant swrveillance of Lee Otis’
every step was maintained. When this
surveillance produced nothing, the
CID put machinery into motion to set
up Lee Otis Johnson.

A Black agent, CID rookie Billy
Williams, began to frequent the many
commumity meetings and demonsira-
tions held during this period, Afier
someone introduced him to Lee Otis,
he had done all that was needed (o
complete the frame-up, He alleged
that Lee Otis had given him one
mavrijuana cigarette on March 8, 1965,
It was not until six weeks later that
a warrant for Lee Otis® arvesi was
sworn owl, lwo days after he had

CONTINUED ON PAGE™©
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THE CHIFF

He appeared one soft quiet night
guards in abwndance - him in white
A small unobtrusive benevolent man
Wisdom power held in his hand

The Chief

Prison a place devoid of life
A Sierile vacuum lacking much
A shadow engulfed our existence

I ;

Until his knowing patient touch S, i
DAVID HILLIARD, CHIEF OF STAFE
He brought truth, understanding, love BLACK PANTHER PARTY

humanism, humility things wunheard of:
but, always praise for another:
His lost, wandering, seeking brother

Chief

We soaked wp knowledge like a sun-baked sponge
souls, hearts, minds - recast, reborn alive

The interconnectedness of things - things and other things
opposiles - both of the positive and negative strain -
Rapidly advancing, step upon relentless, rebellious step
God has died a thousand sworn deaths,

Truth is born in one hundred glorious births,

Agape, aghast, abundant -

A beautiful, spasmodic, rhapsodic interlude

Do not pause too long,
other plateaus beckon - *“*plunder me'’,
Off we go in an ever changing cosmic dust

. GUIDANCE

Patiently he puts out his hand ,.... The Chief!

B, J.
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REGISTER TO VOTE FOR SURVIVAL

Since Abraham Lincoln’s Emanci-
bation Proclamation in the 1860’s,
the racist, exploitative U.S, govern-
ment power structure has been lell-
ing us that we represent some pari
of this land’s *“citizenry'’. After three
hundred years of chattel slavery, we
were given the right to vote. Since
then, we have been allowed into the
lower rungs of the Democvatic Party,
and, even more recently, the Repub-
lican Party.

We have been used. As Black peo-
ble, our bloc of voles, even this
source of limited power, has not been
used in our interests. Our collective
vote has served every interest bul
our own,

We must begin to use the vote in -
the way thaf Brother Malcolm X
stated, in a speech at the Audubon
Ballroom in Harlem, New York, in
December, 1964, two months before
he was killed: “*What vou can do is
get registered so that you have po-

wer - political potential, When you
register your political potential, that
means you gun is loaded, Bul just be-
cause your gun is loaded, you don’i
have to shool until you see a target
that’s beneficial to yow.'” In other
words, we register lo mass our
strength; and let it be Enoumn that
only those who advocalte and serve
pur interesis will receive our vole.

In this manner, we can begin to have
representatives that are responsive

to our needs and desirves,

It is 1972 and we've still struggling
to survive, After four hundred years,
we, as a People, have learned that a
phrase, a party, or a personalily
won’t sustain us. In ovder lo sur-
vive, we must have a program, a
program geared to mainlain our sur-
vival through the Imig struggle for
our liberation,

We have the right to survive and

the right to vole. The Survival Pro-
grams and voler registrationare both

tnter-connected parts of our strugele

Subscription Form

BLACK PANTHER INTERCOMMUNAL NEWS SERVICE

FOR THE PEOPLE

SOLVING THE PROBLEMS OF OUR PEOPLE,

to live and conivol our ouwn
to have complete liberation,

Thevefore, the Black Community
is announcing a Black C Lmun;

begin to truly organize a sm ure
to transform this sociely and make
People’s Power a reality, On March
29th, 30th and 3lst, in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, 10,000 people will reaeweﬁ'ﬂ .
bags of groceries (with a chicken ol
every bag), along with Free Sickle
Cell Anemia Tests; and, toward or-
ganizing meaningful Black political >
power, we will be vegistering people
to vote, right there at the conference, =
so we'll be ready lo uutgjprsur. <
vival,

Those who come can hear Bobby
Seale, Chairman of the Black Pan-
ther Party, Evicka Huggins, of the
Black Panther Party, as well as other
political speakers, like California
Congressman, Brother Ron Dellums,
The people's entertainers, the re-
cording artists knoun throughout the
community as the Persuasions (they
have an album called *'Street Corner
Symphony®’)will also be there.

For further information about Re-
gistering (o Vote for Survival, see
the announcement on page 5. :
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"Ami you ave velwrned now, afler all those months of * FREE AN GELA'
It's rea.!l'}' good fo see yow."’

WELCOME
HOME,

ANGELA DAVIS

The following is a conversation that
took place between Angela Davis and
Elaine Brown, Minister of Informa-
tion of the Black Panther Party, on
February 25th, two days after Angela’s
release,

Angela and Elaine have been friends
for quite anumber of years now, being
more, now, comrades in struggle,
During the time of the taping, Ericka
Huggins was there, and they all had a
moment to recount old times, and re-
alize even more thal as Angela and
Ericka had been released, so must all
political prisoners:

ELAINE: Naturally, Angela, we want to
welcome your return to the outside
community. Your release has proven
~ that the united efforts of the people
can compromise the State’s most vile
l ~ and devious schemes against its vic-
l:ima However, even though the jail
contained your body, we know that vour
;ﬂpirit and strong devotion to the
‘,g; truggle of Black people and oppressed
I|
...f;:--u ale o hE &EE, }Fﬂu.‘l' Epiﬂt and dE-
n were not contained.

: al. llke rhetoric, for | can give
onal testimony toyour tireless and

selfless work over the years, [ think
that contrary to what the pigs attempt
to project, that your release andHuey's,
Bobby’'s ana Ericka’s releases only
demonstrate, firstly, how far the State
will go, how it will twist any reality
to silence and contain those who pre-
sent the threat of unifying the people
for struggle; and secondly, that the
power of the people, the united op-
pressed masses canimplementvictory
after victory, which shall surely cul-
minate in complete liberation for us
all,

[ think that history and events often
develop in quite interestingcycles, for
1 can remember our work in Los An-
geles, and when, | suppose, or, it
seems we were so very young and in-
nocent, [ can remember all those dif-
ferent organizations we ran through,

s0 to speak; and in our different ways
and times, our meeting Ericka, who
told in deed, more than word, what the
real role of the Black woman had to be

in struggle, 1 think we can both agree
as to her tremendous, positive in-
fluence on the correct way to struggle,
the correct way to fight, T was think-
ing of how after we all, many of us,
were arrested, ironically, after andon

the day of Bunchy's (Alprentice
“Bunchy" Carter) and Jon's(JonHug-

gins, Ericka’s husband, who along with

Bunchy Carter was assassinated at

UCLA on January 17, 1969), after their
assassinations, where there seemed
to be no one, you came and almost be-
came a one-woman sit-in at Sybil
Brand jail, waiting to get Ericka out
of there. She went to bury Jon and
they grabbed her again, and your voice
was the loudest, your work the hard-
est to free her; then her and Chair-
man Bobby,

what 1 think T mean is that you too
were taken, and it seemed too much:
you and Ericka and all the others. 1
was in Hanoi at the time we heard of
the entire chain of events, and [ felt
a real fear for your life; felt hope-
less and helpless, So it’s an interest-
ing cycle: here we are, so Lo speak,
sitting here after all of it, from Los
Angeles and all that happened there,
from Bunchy and Jon to Jonathan to
George, Attica, tied in now with the
struggling peoples of the world, we've
come to this point now, to have lived
and seen it, and facing the long and dif-
ficult times ahead, And, you are re-
turned now, after all those months of
““Free Angela", In a few words, it's
really good to see you,

Maybe we could talk about some
things about which many people would
like to know your thoughts, Besides
the fact that the California Court de-
cision to abolish the death penalty was
the technical point of law that led to
your release, what do you see as the
significance of thar decision?

ANGELA: Elaine, it's heautlful to see
you and Ericka., Over the last 16

months, all our visits have taken place
on the other side of the walls --be-
hind the concrete and steel where so
many of our sisters and brothers are
still imprisoned. Finally, now, we can
sit back without having to peer over
our shoulders at the jailers who were
always there, You, Ericka and I have
gone through a great deal together--
we have seen the movement go through
not a few changes., Together we have
seen the contours of the Black lib-
eration struggle take on revolution-
ary meaning, We have seen victories
together, we have experienced pain to-
gether--and you know that that evening
in L..A,, January, threeyears ago, when
Jon and Bunchy were assassinated and
you and Ericka were arrested, made

me realize rthat if my own life were
ever' to have any meaning, it would
have to be devoted fully and without
compromise to our movement for lib-
eration.

[ don't ‘lave to tell you how happy 1

feel atth ~ moment-- mran‘ln <
midst of - ]uhi]ariﬂn ﬁdc irround-
ed my elaase, it h been 1m=nua e

to forge the serious side of our
struggle, Let me try my about

CONTWL ) ON NEXT PAGE
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HOME,

ANGELA DAVIS

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

some of the things you raised, ['ll
start by trying to comment on the abo-
lition of the death penalty--the court
decision which made possible my re-
lease on bail,

First of all, a lot of people have
gseen the abolirion of the death penalty
as simply something that was handed
down by a group of judges sitting on
the supreme court. The supreme court
did abolish the death penalty. But, I
think that we have to realize that had
the struggle around the prisons, which
has been conducted both on the inside
and on the outside, had that struggle
not taken place over the lastfewyears,
the abolition of the death penalty in
California would have been inconcelv-
able, The judges on the supreme court
obviously knew that when they came
down with that decision, Ronald Reagan,
Evelle Younger and all the rest of

their cohorts would react the way they
did, California is ruled by a clique of
reactionaries, The supreme court must
have known, however, that over the past
few years so much work has been
focused around sisters and brothers
in prison, political prisoners - sisters
and brothers who have become political
prisoners by virtue of their political
activities and organizing within all the
maximum security dungeons of Cali-
fornia - the Supreme Court must have
realized that there is now a great deal
of receptivity among people in Cali-
fornia to the problems that prisons
present,They wouldn’t havehanaeddown
that decision if they thought that they
were going to be completely isolated.
So, we have to see this decision as
a real victory of the mass move-
ment: this movement dates back to the
time that the Black Panther Party be-
gan to see the needto establish greater
communications between the outside
and the inside by initiating the Free
Bussing Program, It dates back to the
Soledad Brothers Defense Committee
and all of the things that we who were
working with that committee learned
from George and John and Fleeta, and
other sisters and brothers inthe inside:
they taught us that we not only had to
defend them, but we had to begin to
challenge the foundations of the prison

system as a whole and the legal ap-

paratus which buttresses it and relate
this to the Black Liberation Struggle.
If all this hadn’t have happened, the
abolition of the death penalty would
not have taken place.

The significance of myown individual
case, the fact that I was released on
bail a fewdays ago, points to this very
same movement, All over the country
there have been beautiful, struggling
gsisters and brothers who have been
calling for bail now, for about 16
months - since | was first arrested.
They have continually shown the way
in which political prisoners, Black and

Brown especially, are further op-

pressed, by having to spend long, long
months, somerimes long, long yearsin
jail before trial, Bobby and Ericka -

“« __you know that...when Jon and Bunchy
were assassinated and you and Evicka
were arvested, (it) made me realize
that if my ouwn life were lo have any
meaning, it would have to be devoted
fully and withowt compromise to our
movement for liberation,”

e —

their cases exposed to the people in
this country that justice, whatis called
‘*justice’ is really a sham, when a
sister or a brother who has been active
in the community, who has been or-
ganizing and relating to Black people
and the needs of Black people and all
oppressed people, can be ripped off,
kidnapped, picked up from the streets,
jailed and kept there for months and

months and months. So I think that the
significance of my release on bail
points to the effectiveness of the mass
movement. It shows that we can have
victories; and, 1 think it is going to
inspire us all to work much, much u
intensely to free all our sisters and
brothers.

ELAINE: What do you see as the im=_
mediate needs of Black people, within
the framework of the long range goal

of complete liberation? i

ANGELA: There are many, many im-
mediate needs, and, of course, our long
range goal is reyolution, the complete
overturning and restructuring of the
fabric of this society, complete
abolition of racism, of inhumanity, The
immediate needs have to do with very
basic, biological facts, In the first
place, one, of course, of the most im-
mediate needs is to survive, o sur-
vive in terms of being able to have
what's necessary to live and to
struggle, Black people all over this
country are suffering from starvation,
malnutrition, lack of medical care, dis- *
eases, such as sickle cell anemia, all

of which has been completely ignored
for hundreds of years.

There are some immediate poli-
tical needs which encompass these i
basic needs of survival, They have to
do with, for instance, the unemploy-
ment situation in this country. As we &
all know, one of the ways in which ra-
cism has expressed itself is in the in-
tense economic exploitation of Black
people. Therefore, one of our imme-
diate needs, of course, is to get the
kinds of jobs that are going to allow
us to survive, As has been continually

pointed out and is expressed in the
concept of aSurvival Program, if we're
ever going to make a revolution, we
have to be able to survive,

We have immediate needs which re-
late to the prison struggle, And, of
course, since ['ve been in prison, oF =
in jail, rather, over the last 16 months, =
[ consider myself a part of the pri-
son struggle. The prisons all over this
country are full of Black and Brown
people; our numbers are dispropor=
tionate to our population - to the popu=
lation of Black people in this coun=
try. One of our immediate needs i8S
to resist all of the encroachments
of police forces, of the legal appara=
tus, of the prison system into the
Black community, It is still the case
that a Black person can be arrested,
can be picked up from the streets of
our community for no reason at all, =
can be railroaded through the courts _w
and to the prison system, and can I,
spend a large part of his lite in 111'14:'3
son for no reason ar all, or else,"=
for something which is designated &

P

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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crime by the establishment, something
which we, as Black people, would have
to understand as being a symptom of
our oppression, Pracrtically all of our
gisters and brothers who are in prison
are there because of offenses which

T ol

et TR
S

ahead,

relate to property, We know that our
oppression is.expressed in the fact
that we just don’t have anything, we've
been excluded from the capitalist sys-
tem, and cannot be anything except ex-
cluded, '

There are immediate needs of

F Black people which relate to the mili-
tary structure in this country. We've
peen dying in Indochina and continue to
‘die in Indochina, despite the fact that
' lenn says that the war is ‘‘winding
~ down’’. We have tocontinue to struggle
‘around our sisters and brothers who
~ are in the military, Since I've been
in jail, I've received many, many,
any, many letters from Black men
 who have been forced to go to Indo-
china and fight an atrocious, imperial-

B e =

ist war of aggression against the peo-
ple of Vietnam, [ have also received
messages expressing solidarity from
Black women in the military,

[ could go on and on and list many,
many immediate needs that face us as

- s ;I .--I.‘rl:l . r‘él'
. iRl | b

Aar

AN GLA and her mother, MRS. SALLYE B. DAVIS, both realize, in the midst
of their jubilation over her velease, that theve’s still a long, sevious struggle.

Black people, as oppressed people of
color, and many things around which
we can struggle, Of course, in the
process of trying to satisfy these im-
mediate needs, we always have to deal
within a perspective of revolution; and
that is, in struggling around these
immediate needs, we should be able to
teach our sisters and brothers, and
learn at the same time ourselves,
that the final goal has to be revolurion,

it has to be socialism, The final goal
has to be the establishment of a so-
ciety where we, where all of the peo-
ple have complete control over their
own affairs and determine their
destiny.

"~ ELAINE: How best, then, do you feel

those needs can be served, Essential-

ly, you've covered the basic needs,
Perhaps you might want to elaborate
on how those needs can be met, what
methods we might employ, etc.

ANGELA: When we talk about serving
the needs of the people, serving the
needs of Black people and of all op-
pressed people, we have to talk about
a system whereby our people, our sis-
ters and brothers, can strufgle in a
way to demand of the system that
these needs be met, That's what [ was
talking about when I talked about in-
tegrating the struggle for immediate
needs into a continuum of revolution,
We've talked a great deal about the
fact that when we build a mass move-
ment the people have to become aware
of their own power. The slogan ‘'po-
wer to the people’’ is not rhetoric,
it has a very significant meaning, in
the sense that through victories we get
a taste of what our ultimate power is,
and our ultimate power is going to be
to seize control over the apparatus
which is oppressing us and transform
it into a society which can truely
serve all of our needs,

LY

At the moment, there are many things
that should be done, [ think, to deal
with the economic super-exploitation of
Black people (and, these, of course,
relate not only to Black and Brown
people, they relate to all working peo-
ple in this country). Let's talk for a
while about the plight of the working
people, Black working people, and how
to integrate their immediate goals
within the larger contextof revolution,
For I might point out the fact that when

we attempt to evaluate the labor move-
ment in this country, in terms of its

traditions, and in terms of its own
ability to struggle against capitalism,
the really radical element of the labor
movement has always been Black,

Recently, in a lot of labor unions,
they have formed Black caucuses, other
Black labor organizations, Organi-

zations of Black workers have seen the
need to form outside of the structure

of the traditional labor unions, We
know all the problems that exist in the
labor movement, when we see a person
like George Meany talking about the
fact that he won't vote for a candidate
who is not for complete victory (U.S.
victory) in Indochina, Ithink that Black
people, in general, have provided a
standard for white workers. White
workers have often failed ro realize
that, and have seen Black people as
ttgeir enemy, and therefore have set
emselves up to be further

and ﬂlﬂ_l'ﬁb%}- ha?étuﬁerpugfgg
actually have acted as a vehicle for,

racism in this country, I think that we

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

have to begin to see the Black worker
as an important figure in the revolu-
tionary  struggle, Oftentimes, Wwe
don't see the Black worker as a Black
worker, we tend to think of the worker
as someone who is isolated some-
where in a factory and, therefore, is
not an integral part of the com-
munity, As Black people, mostofus, if
we aren’t working, are unemployed or
we're in prison or we're in Vietnam,
One of the things that we have to begin
to recognize is that - and this is
something that George Jackson pointed
out on many . occasions - there is a
tremendous reservoir of revolutionary
energy and power in our communities,
because of the fact that we are work-
ers, and because of the fact that the
entire country depends on our labor in
order to survive, in order to perpet-
uate itself.

ELAINE: In fact, the Black worker has
not been viably brought into our
struggle, and if you agree with this, to
what do you attribute this and how do
you propose the situation be corrected?

ANGELA: It's not true that the Black
worker has not been brought into our
struggle; but, on the other hand, 1
think that your question reflects that
the Black worker hasn’t fully been
brought into the struggle as a Black
worker. Most Black people, as we've
been saying, are workers, in some way
or another, However, the fact that ra-
cism has always been so intense in
this country has tended to have the ef-
fect of, first of all. isolating the Black
worker from the working class, Be-

cause of the intensity of racism in
this country, Black workers have been
isolated from the working class as a
whole. Often, white workers have fought
against Black workers, instead of fight-
ing against their real enemy, the capi-
talist who oppresses all workers. Be-
cause of this particular phenomenon,

when we talk about the Black worker,
we tend to fail to see the Black work-
er as a live force in our community,
bt rather as someone who is hidden
away on the assembly line, hidden away
in the factory. Because Black workers
have been, to a great extent, prevented
from partici;mting in the labor move-
ment as & whole, we've failed to take

= ¥ L
i ST [ ) T
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esensldll political cases are
significant, all cases
Black people’s
and

tnvolving
lives are imporiant
have to be deall with."

cognizance of our own revolutionary
potential as Black people, as working
people,

Now, recently, there has been a surge
in activity which relates directly to the
labor movement in the country. Many
of the strikes which have taken place
over the last few years have actually
been led, out in the streets, by Black
workers, | remember very clearly the
postal workers’ strike. When you saw
the television coverage of the postal
workers strike, you gawBlack workers
out -there with clenched fists, You saw
them, the Black workers, actually con-
ducting the movementoutthere in the
streets, | think that this has begun to
give us an idea of what the real re-
volutionary potential of Black people in
this country is, in the sense, not only
of bringing about our own liberation,
our national liberation, liberation of
Black people, but, in the sense of
playing a vanguard role in a revolu-
tionary movement which is going to af-
fect the entire system in this country,
What [ would say, then, iz when we
apeak about viably bringing rhe Black
worker into our struggle, we speak of
placing revolution on the agenda, we
speak of realizing something that we've
been talking about for avery longtime,

f:f‘L.'..’. 8, 11]'.-1_i|;_r1"'*.!'|=', Blach P e as the

revolutionary vanguard in this coun-

try, the revolutionary vanguard of the

movement which is going to ultimately
overturn the oppressive fabric of capi-

talism and which is going to build a

socialist society. _

One of the things that has been a
constant problem in the whole move-
ment in this country has been the ten-
dency to isolate one particular area
of struggle from the other, There was,
of course, the student struggle, and
that was supposed to haveé been a move-
ment in and of itself, even to the point
that some people were saying that stu-

dents were going to be the ones 1c

bring about the revolution, There was,
and there continues to be, the struggle
against the war in Indochina, White peo-
ple primarily have tended to see that
as something that white people should
involve themselves in; therefore, al-
though Black people are far more in-
tensely affected by the war in Indo-
china and, in fact, far more pas-
sionately opposed to the war in Indo-
china, it has not been seen as the kind
of movement that's been conducted by
Black people, ['m saying all this to re-
late back to the discussion that we
were having around the Black worker.

[ would like to show now that there
is definitely a relationship between
the Black worker and the prison
struggle, Prisons are full of Black
workers, full of Black people who are
in prison because of rheir not being
able torealizetheir potential as Black
workers, because there are no jobs
available, However, once Black peo-
ple find themselves inprison and begin
to feel all of the reverberations from
the movements that are now animating
prisons across the country, the move-
ments for liberation, then it's the pri-
soners themselves who begin to teach
us that they areindeed workers and, in
so far asthey are prisoners, areforced
to work for two cents an hour, five
cents an hour, ten cents an hour at
the most, and are, therefore, super-
exploited, Now, recently, there have
been a number of efforts on the part
of prisoners to bring this to the fore,
and for instance, to establish labor
unions inside the prisons, One of the
first unions that was initiated in pri-
sons, [ thipk, was right herein Cali-
fornia, in CMC (California Men's
Colony) at San Luis Obispo, where .
Huey was imprisoned for so long, Just
recentdy 1 was reading about the ef-
forts of prisoners in New York to
form ‘a labor union, The thing thatdis-
tinguishes that moyement in New York

is that they are reaching out, and they |
are trying to force labor unions om ¥
the outside to recognize them. They =

are trying to ‘affiliate/with, .1 think,
local 651n New York. /

!

Il

[n any event, what is at wWork ingide
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*...one of the things that I have always attempled lo encourage, in
whatever way I could, is that committees wovking for my freedom
should also go into the jails and prisons in their own avea and find
out who is there and what has to be done.,."
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the prisons, when we talk about Black
workers, can be seen as having a

number of different prongs, First of
all, as ['ve said before, the prisons

are full of Black people who are there
because there aren’t any jobs on this
side of the wall, They are not able
to eke out an existence which would
be consistent with survival. There-
fore, as we know, many sisters and
brothers justifiably attempt to satisfy
their needs with respect to survival
by getting what they need, by going
Anto a store and getting aloaf of bread,

if you want to use that example, Once
a sister or a brother is in prison,
then she or he is forced to work, In
most places, [ think, once you're con-
victed, you have to work, (I know Huey
was isolated for such a long time,

because he refused to work for 3¢

an hour, or whatever it was,) With

‘the whole impact of the revolutionary

? a:ruggla inside the prisons, there has

m::ged a consciousness which has
~ made the kind of thing that Huey first

iniﬂated, a few years ago, a far more

phenomenon, Many, many
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sisters and brothers are now de-
manding a decent wage, if thev are
going to work and make all the li-
cense plates in California, or down in
Texas, pick cotton and hoe the fields,
and all of the kinds of things that are
done, Some forms of labor are actually
monopolized by prisons, such as the

license plates’ manufacturing,

Prisoners are achieving a real con-
sciousness in that respect, and are,
therefore, demanding a decent wage,
They're also achieving a conscious-
ness which relates that strugglearound
the basic fact of labor to a revolution-
ary struggle, This is something that |
think the entire working class move-
ment canlearn, from whatis going down
in prisons: how youconnect the struggle
for survival, the struggle for the meet-
ing of immediate needs to along-range,
revolutionary struggle.

ELAINE: 1 think what you've said is
good, because [ think that the concept
that the Black prisoner in the maxi-
mum security camp forms, then, that
group of workersthat is the most ex-
ploited, 1 think that's a concept that

hasn’t really been brought forward,
In a sense, most people tend not to
think of the Black prisoner other than
in terms of the either reformed, or
revolutionized or politicized convictor

““criminal’’, outlaw, Therefore, [think
that the concept is important to think
about, because the prisoners perform
in a vacuum, So to speak, or they per-
form their tasks in such an intensi-
fied situation that, in fact, their ex-
ample will be, can be even clearer
for those people who are outside, be-
cause there's so much more being en-
gaged outside and there is so much
more confusion outside, and the op-
pression is dulled, so to speak, not
quite as direct and overt and intense,
for the outside wage earner, | mean,
nobody would work for 2¢ an hour,

period, unless torced to, The concept
is important, It is not only the struggle
that Huey put forward, but Ruchell,
now; [ think that is one of the key
things that he (Ruchell) has been bring-
ing out himself, (Ithink he has brought
out some figures on the people inside
of the prisons and how much they were
making, in terms of money, for the
state,) That is part of his point- that
the prison system is aslave labor sys-
tem, and that if the prisoner did no
work at all, of course, there would
be not just a small problem in the
state of California, let's say, where
Ruchell is located, but there would be
a major problem interms of the ability
of the state to make the kind of money
that it’s presently making,

ANGELA: That's true. What's really
interesting about this whole thing, if
you read any of the manuals on peno-
logy, and if you read about the way
in which the prison system in Ameri-
ca has been conceived, one of the rea-
sons for prisoners’' working, or, the
major reason for prisoners’ working,
is to ‘‘keep them out of trouble”’, to
keep them from thinking too hard about
the oppression that they're ex-
periencing, Pracrtically no one, evenin
California, which ironically is sup-
posed to be the most progressive pri-
son system in the country, no one would
ever say that the work that prisoners
ao on the inside prepares them for
any kind of employment once they’'re.
released. [t has nothing to do with re-
habilitation or preparation for the re-
lease or any of that, It's only to pass
the time, to prevent prisoners from
thinking about their own conditions, The
ironic thing and the verybeautiful thing '
about what’s happening in prisons now
is that right there on the job, right
there at the place where they are sup-
posed to be least aware, they are ob-
taining an awareness :nhtaining the
consciousness and amf’ relating to the

revolutionary struggle through the
labor that they’re doing. That' sgﬂm
really beaurtiful thing about whzq: s
o
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ability to obtaln money from the State,
through welfars, to live, o survive
{and even Uf there (8 any kind of ability,
it'a not going to be enough, especially
for oeople that are ussd to being n-
yvolved in somes sortof productive work
or going about working for themselves
and gerring certain amounts of money
svery week), then they won't have any
cholce but to turn ™ activity thar Is
wiongidered outside of the law, 50 thar
it could be said that the expectad, in-
creased use af technological davices,
and so-forth, would throw alarge num-
ber of Black people into the posidon
in which many Black people sre al-
ready, which i inside the maximum
security camps (which might be partof
some super-plan, amyway), Bven if it
fsn't intentional, per se, on that issuve,
this projected Increase certainly has o
ba part of the large operation to move
Black peopls, and really, of course,
peaple of color {(Chicanos and Indians,
all of these people) into the prisons,
into the camps; or else kill them, 1
think that this |3 definltely something
that's coming (nto being,

ANGELA;: That's why we really have
to revaluare what has rraditionally
bepn  called the Iu npEn proletariet,
There hag been the tendency,
a8 We know, o romanticize the lumpen
proletariet, and w say that the lumpen
proletariet s going o be the van-
gl:mr;l of the revolution, Thers has by
the tendancy at the opposite end of the
spectrum o complarsly undermiine the
rals of slsters and hrothers who _—r_-i,_:]'-_;
be called the lumpap-prolatarist, As

yvou have said, we probably have to re-

define our erms and |‘:-.-!||'I|'lci A@EE Ul
something which does not carry the
histosical connotation of a paraside
class of ,jm!; i:.l]u:'l':.:.?-: and eriminals,
in the clazsical sense, The reason we
have to do this Is beCaise the phins-
mena that lesd 50 mony Black peopls
directly into prison e related o the

existence of raclsm. It's the whole na-
tional character of our strisele In the
Black community. A8 you poinied out
befars, many, many people ara forced

0 resort to methods which ars dssig-
naicd as "'criminal™, in onder o sur-
vive, As rechnological development in-
croases (and, of course, if {t were not
for the capitalist system, It would have
advanced at a far greatar pace than
it has already), then Black psople will
continue to bo most intensely affected
by the phenomenon of techpological un-
employments Theny you' sill = haye
scores of thousands of Black people
out thers on the strosts with no whare .

bo g, mmrepturnimmw

LATNE: 1o o enviskon It Inereaning
with e Iscresasd une of the already -
aming tachmdicaical sdvances in -
dastry and In production of material,
bar mana, obarlcaly, of the old and trus
airylng aboot Blacks being the laat hired

ard tha firat flrsd, That (4, it |8 almoat targets for all aof the palice forces that
cartainthat a8 rachnology 18 souped -up, Arg ﬂ@}‘l‘ﬂi’ﬁm community., 'J‘
& 05 wpesak, this would put the Black s 1 : \ % -
Fri, et w gy, af thie polnt (Gr the
Black wanan, whoaver Lethe oo -callad _J/
‘rireaderinner”’ of the family), In the -

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

pereaition whars If ihere la 6o wmuch



3 H THE BLACK PANTHER INTERCOMMUNAL NEWS SERVICE, SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1972

WELCOME

HOME
ANGELA .

DAVIS

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

What we have to do - and 1 think
this is something that is going to re-
quire a great deal of thought - is begin
to try to develop an analysis of the con-

ditions that Black people face in this
country, taking into account the econo-
mic function of racism, Often we talk
about the way in which the movement
has tended to separatedifferent areas,

different arenas of struggle, I'oo often
we tend (o separate racism from the

economic exploitation that Black people
experience, and, therefore, don’treal-
ize that when youcompare, say, the ex-

ploitaticn that white people experience
with the exploitation that Black people
experience, it's not as if you just have
racism added on to exploitation, butit’s
going to change the character of that
economic exploitation, So, [think that is
something that really more and more
people should begin to think very ser-
iously about, because it’s going to de-
termine whether or not we can develop
effective methods of struggletoleadus
to revolution,

ELAINE: 1 want to move into another
question, Since we’re talking now and
we’re connecting rhe inside prisons to

the outside prisouns, or those in the

maximum camps to those in the
minimum, you have yourself, of course,
done a lot of fine work and very ef-
fective work in behalf of the brothers
and sisters across the country who are
incarcerated in the maximum prisons
of the United States, There are many,
many cases, of course, there are se-

veral thousands of cases that our bro-
thers and sisters are involved in, all
of which we consider as polirical, in

the sense that it is the political cli-
mate and the conditions of society

that have created their situation, so
that, in fact, they become political pri-
soners, There are some cases that

1" &N h' i1‘|
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""Quyr task is to work to liberate all political prisoners, and, when we
say political prisoners, we're talking abowt all sisters and brothers
who ave in the prisons, because of the prevailing political, economiic,

social conditions in this country.”

are very extreme, that bring the point
home and become very significant be-
cause they do this, | was wondering if
you might want to talk about some of
the more significant political cases rthat
are presently in existence,

ANGELA: Yes, You are right, that the
real problem is that there are so many
thousands of political prisoners in this
country, Qurtasks is to work to lib-
erate all political prisoners, and, when
we say political prisoners, we're talk-
ing about all sisters and brothers who
are in prisons, because of the prevail-
ing political, economic, social condi-
tions in this country. There are anum-
ber of cases involving political
prisoners which have received a great
deal of public attention over the last
few years: of course, there's Huey's

case, Bobby and Ericka, the Soledad
Brothers, and a number of other cases
that have received a great deal of pub-
licity, and my own case, perhaps,
[ should say something about that, Une

i ——

of the problems is that too many peo-
ple have failed to grasp the immen-
sity of the problem of political pri-
soners, because the media focus only
on a few., One of the reasons this is
done is, of course, to create the kind
of public climate that will lead many
people to feel that when a leading poli-

tical prisoner has been freed or re-
leased on bail, then, the problem has
somehow been solved, or that the pro-
blem doesn't really exist at all, You
know, wnen we speak of Bobby and
Ericka and Huey, one of the favorite
cliches of the establishment media is
this: sure, Black people can get justice
in this country, look at Huey Newton,
Ericka Huggins and Bobby Seale. 1

think, therefore, that what we have
to do is attempt to unfold the issues

that are involved in cases of
political prisoners, the issues which
encompass all of the thousands of poli-
tical prisoners, This doesn’tmean that

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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' ..the final gﬁai has to be revolution, it has to be socialism, The final goal
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has to be the establishment of a socielty where we, wheve all of the people
have compleie control over theiv oun affaivs and determine their destiny.”’
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we don’t focus on individuals, We have
' to focus onconcrete situations and con-
. crete individuals,

One of the things that we can do, and
this is what [ attempted to do while 1 was
?jn prison and what [ will continue to at-
t‘.:empt to do, there are a number of com-
"mittees across the country who have
Angela Davis Defense Com-
‘mittees, They were founded to work for
'my freedom and around my case. All
across the country, wherever thereare
committees, there are also prisons,
There may not be in, say, a small
town in Oklahoma, a political prisoner
who has achieved the kind of national
1; ze that the media create, There may
,1 Gist, There may be a sis-
fe¥ who lives in a place like Idabel,
Dklahoma, who, because of the fact that
lie was aleading community organizer

‘that town, the whole wrath of that lo~

‘Bower structire was releasedupon

' beautiful sister is now inpri-
on, As [ was saying before, one of the
Ings that [ have always attempt™

Bcourage, in whatever way [ couid 8

[

that committees working for my free-
dom should also go into the jails and
prisons in their own area and find out
who is there and what has to be done
in those jails and prisons. Then they
can relate my case and the struggle
around my freedom to the struggle

- around the freedom of all the sisters

and brothers there, They have to find
concrete ways of organizing people, be-
cause people in the community are
going to relate on a much more profound
level to themselves and to their needs
ard to the people who come from their
community, In that way they can even
understand what the issues are in my
case, or what the issues were in

Ericka's case, in Bobby’s case, They

“can understand rhat much more readily.

Getting, now, to the second part of

" your question, as to what are some sig-

nificant political cases today (all politi-
cal cases are significant, all cases in-
volving Black people’slives areimpor-
tan. and kave to be dealt with), If we,
for instance, look ar this area of the

country, look around us in California,
look  inside the maximum security

camps here, we see, of course, im-
mediately, we see John Clutchette and
Fleeta Drumgo, They have become in-
ternational symbols. They are carrying
on a struggle which they began withone
of our very beautiful comrades who fell
in that struggle, who was forced to sac-
rifice his life to that struggle, We see

Ruchell Magee, my co-defendant, We
see the San Quentin Six, Larry Spain,
Luis Talamantez, Willie Tate, Fleeta,
Hugo Pinell and David Johnson, We see
Robert Wesley Wells, who, at the age of

63 (1 think he's 63 now) is definitely

a living symbol of the kind of struggle

that prisoners have had to wage for
many, many years, He spent over 40
years in California prisons, We haveto

struggle around Brother Wells' case. |

could go on and on and on, [ think all
of these cases are significant, Let me
just say that the most important thing,

the most significant thing is what [ was

trying to get at before, thatthe struggle
around political prisoners has to be

brought down to avery basic,very con-
crete level, and we have to reach into
all the prisons throughout the country
and we have to break all the chains
and shatter all the walls,

ELAINE: [ think what [ was speaking
about particularly, about significance,
ig that some people have been pulled
out for such extraordinarily barbarous
rreatment by the state authorities, yet,
in fact, their cases are so usual and

common. Of course, as we say, one of
the reasons is that they refuse to bow
and to scrape, | think this is signi-
ficant in that sense, [ would like to talk

for a moment about just Johnny Larry
Spain (one of the San Quentin Six), so
you can look at his case, When he was
17 years old, he was arrested for a mur-
der case. There was no evidence. There
were no witnesses. He had refusedto
talk during rthe trial, because it was ab-

surd, He didn't have proper legal

defense, of course, Someone had gotten
shot, at a party, in a neighborhood, A
thousand Black people goto parties, and
probably that many people get shot at
and so forth, for a variety of cond: -

tions which don’t need to be discussad
at this moment, The only reason he
didn’t get the death penalty is because
he was just 17 vears old, He was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment, There-

fore, his was just a nicely wrapped-up

case, [t was all wrapped-up very neatly
and nicely, until he began to just refuse’
to do little things in the prisons, that.
is to say, get beaten and say ‘‘thank

you very much’ for it. Now he ends
up one of six people who,are becoming

well known, whose cases are special,
in a -sense, all of whom have very
similar cases, similar inthe sense that
they are usual, similar to brothers and
sisters across the country, Who were
not necessarily even iavul?gul“in what

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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‘we call sometimes ‘‘crimes of sur-
vival’’, Their cases are similar to bro-

thers and sisters who might have just
been walking down the street or passing
by this place or that, and gotten picked
up for poor identification, puton aline-
up, thrown into jail, had improper re-
presentation, whose family couldn’t af-
ford an attorney, who make a deal (or
don't make a deal) and end up in the
prison, These people are not special,
except in the sense that they really
were just trying to live their lives,
even under these most absurd con-
ditions, the absurd conditions of the
Black and poor people in this country.
Of course, George's case was so ob-
viously that same thing, a $70 robbery
which no one is quite sure even took
place, However, $70 is hardly reason to
say rhat someone should be incar-
cerared for 11 years, and murdered. 50,
[ think that because they are there, they
can bring other people to the un-
derstanding that you don’t have to do
anything special, you don’t have to be
born with special attributes, to be any
of these people that have been brought
out by the press particularly, that you
don’t have to do any of these things
except for try to live, You can just
start out by breathing, that would be a
beginning point; then, wanring to con-
tinue to breathe is the real crime, just
wanting to continue to live and to sur-
vive and, perhaps, enjoy this exper-
ience of life, As you mentioned, peo-
ple like Robert Wesley Wells...

ANGELA: Same thing, His original con-

viction came because he was accused

of a car theft or something like that,
When we talk about that, we all know
that there are many white middle-class

youth who go out and decide they're
going to have some fun one night, get

into a car, hot wire it or find a car
with the keys in it, do some riding in

it and...

ELAINE: And, the police call their par-
ents and give them a meal...

ANGELA: Right, Or, they get a lirtle
admonition and they're told never to do
it again, or this or that. They never
even see rhe inside of a jail. And, here
is Wesley Wells, who has been in pri-
son, for over 40 years,

B NE
“ ..if we're ever going to make a
revolulion, we have lo be able

to survive.”

S e e S

Une of the things that’s interesting
is that this hasn’t passed unnoticed
over all these years, Black people have
realized what is happening to us, what
has been happening tous, because in the
early '50’s, and even before that, one of
the greatest Black people in this coun-
try, W.E.B. DuBois, was writing about
the need to go into the prisons and the
realize that there are so many

need to
Black people in prison, simply because
they're Black, and, as you said, be-
cause they can't afford thelegal repre-
sentarion thar would allow them to en-
joy their rights,

There is something thart is absolutely
incredible, 1 found absolutely incred-
ible, and I think many people who aren’t
conversant with the law in this country
would also find it incredible, is thar it
was just a fewyears agothatit was de-
cided by the Supreme Court that a per-
son accused of a crime had to have a
lawyer. It was either '63 or '64 that
the Supreme Court ruled that a person
couldn’t go to trial without a lawyer,

who can’t afford to get a lawyer. There-
fore, when we talk aboutrailroads, just
imagine what has happened since 1863,
when Black people had been continu-
ously forced to go to trial and often
for things they had nothing to do with;
and to get up there and try to talk the
law, try tofacea aistrict attorney who
has studied for years and years and
years all the stupid complexity of the
law. The brother or sister had to try
to defend himself in any way he could,
There’'s no way to compare that, be-
cause youknow what it’s like to go into

a courtroom and hear them talking a
jargon that often doesn’t make sense al
all to a lay person, It was just a few
years ago that a person accused of a
crime was given the right to be re-
presented by a lawyer in order to re-

ceive a valid conviction, That's ab-
solutely incredible,

Since we have been focusing a great
deal of discussion around the prisons,
[ think that it’s important to recognize
some of the great achievements thar
the prison struggle has attained over
the last few years, All of us know that
one of the largest barriers to develop-
ing a revolutionary struggle which en-
compasses all oppressed and exploited
people in this country has been the
racism which filters up from its insti-
tutional foundation into the attitudes of
people in this country, The movement -
of course, [ am speaking of the entire
movement, which also involves white
people - has been wrought with racism,
racism that has often been unrecogniz-
able, especially by the white people who
have those racist attitudes. As we were
saying before, the fact that white peo-
ple had sort of considered the anti-war
movement their domain is in itself an
indication of the kind of racism which
the whole movement in this country
faces. In the prisons, though, on the
other hand, there have been some really
interesting developments in terms of

the ability of a group of people
struggling together to combat racism,
in so far as that is concerned, One of
the . things that has emerged very
clearly in the last few years, as the
prison struggle has unfolded, when we
speak of overt racism, the prisons are
the places where that is most intense
and most evident, In the states outside
of the South, segregation was sup-
posedly abolished quite a few years
ago (segregation, of course, is justone
form of racism, and not by far its de-
fining characteristic), However, inpri-
sons all over, segregationhas been just
a normal thing. Black prisoners have
been segregated from white prisoners,
There has been a great deal of overt
discrimination against Black prison-
ers, Chicano prisoners, Indians and
Puerto Ricans,

Then, of course, we have  also

You know that Black people, Chicanos learned, through the writings of George

and native Americans, they're the ones

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Jackson and through other sisters and
brothers and comrades who are on the
other side of the walls, we've learned
that racism has been used as a tool by
the jailers to prevent a movement from
emerging, The guards have continually
played white people against Black peo-
ple. Qut here in California, it was a
3-way thing, because Chicanos were
pitted against whites, Chicanos against
Blacks, Blacks against whites, so forth
and so on, In the prison movement,
however, prisoners learn very quickly
that if there were going to be any kind
of effective means of challenging what
has been going down there, then those
racist attitudes have to be dealt with,
Attica, of course, was abeautiful dem-
onstration of the ability of prisoners to
overcome virtually insurmountable ob-
stacles, We've often rtalked about
Black /white unity and haven’t given it
the kind of content that it needs, At-
tica really demonstrated that you can
talk about a unity, trans-racial unity,
which is not the kind of thing we were
talking about during the civil rights
era (which we learned from, but have
transcended), a unity that was based
on the recognition of the leadership of
- Blacks (because the leadership was
), Pprimarily Black and Puerto Rican, al-
‘though on the other hand there were
- also white leaders who recognized that
‘acism was the first priority, especi-
ally in the need to combat racism, the
institutional racism in the prisons as
a first priority). Then, let us consider

' 1li'l:lil!: has happened out here, There were

hat were not just all white or not just
racist, but they were self-avowed fas-
‘cist groups: the Aryan Brotherhood,
Hitler’s Helpers. (George talks about

_tlar's Helpers in his book. The Black
' caucus renort to the legislature refers
to the Aryan Brotherhood at Soledad.)

- As the prison movement became
more intense, | think it was the more

politically-aware Black prisoners who
went to the white prisoners and at-
tempted to show them that they were
also being oppressed. There was a
beautiful scene that was described
to me which invclved George and a white
prisoner who had been apparently told
to seeto it that George was murdered.

The scene was set up to create a con-
frontation between them, a fight, and
therefore the occasion for the jailers
to murder George, even then, He was
able, in that kind of a tense situation,
to reach out to this white prisoner,
and to say: now look what you’re doing
and look where you are; you're behind
bars too; what they're doing, they're
not only hurting me, but they're hurting
you, So [ think that we have a lot to
learn from the ways in which prisoners
have sought to deal with problems
with which we’'re confronted, within the
movement as a whole, and the achieve-
ments with respect to combating ra-
cism within that movement have been
enormous, We still have alot to learn,

ELAINE: There is one other thing
that | was thinking of, in regard to
the prison situation, [t is a point con-
nected with our discussion on Strug-
gling, in that we have to always be
able to struggle correctly. Naturally,
as correct analysis of each siwation is
required, to guide our action, and al-
ways, asyousay, within a revolutionary
perspective, Eachnew tactic on the part
of the State will, as the recent past
has evidenced, be molded, with sophis-
tication, to fit the particulars, with
confusing the people in mind, [ was
thinking of this particularly as it re-
gards the statute that legally effected

your release: the abolition of Cali-
fornia’s death penalty, In form, at face
value, this move could appear funda-
mentally progressive on the part of

the State, In fact, however (although

we can always turn even the op-
pressor’s tricks to our benefit), in es-
gsence it was areactionary concesgsion,

with an attempt to project a modicum

of humanity onto the State, for even
this concession had to be eked out,

forced out of the State by the people’s
progressive acts over the past few

yeas, For, it is a fact that with the

abolition of capital punishment in the

state of California came all kinds of

cries from the state officials, various

police authorities and soforth thatthis

would unleash the horrible murderers

of little children, and all such images

of persons such as this, the rapist,

the murderer-rapist, etc.

The paradox came when they decided
that they wanted to re-institute a par-
tial death penalty, or, let's say, a

“special’’ death penalty, in certain

cases, The cases that they chose, how-
ever, weren't the rape cases, or those
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‘...we have to reach into all the
prisons throughowt the country
and we have to break all the
chains and shatter all the walls,”

involving small children running
through the streets in terror of these
violent, ‘‘insane’’ men, They called for
the death penalty for those people con-

S S

victed of killing police, who don’t exact- *

ly represent unarmed children on the
street, This still includes people such
as yourself, So, the absurdity of their
concern and rheir ‘‘humanity” is shown
in that very fact, [ was just thinking
about it because it was just so ri-

diculous, What they're sayingis: “‘we"’
don’t really care about all these so-

called child-molesters, rapists, etc;
we care less about these people that
have been convicted of these things than
we do about people who are supposedly
killing police. What ['m saying is that
the abolition of the death penalty in this

state, in California, was, justasyou've

said, a point to which they had to come,
because of pressure from the masses of
people; but itcertainly didn’t represent
a human response on the part of the
State to erase this barbaric use of

the death penalty in this day and age.
_.*' .. :.'In-. .-' |:-Ii '
Also, of course, the number of people
that have been kﬂled inside th; state

i3

CONTINUED ON NEXT PA'.GE
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CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE
prisons since the turn of the century,
the greater number of people killed has
certainly not been because of the death
penalty, but because of the state’s out-
right murder, using undercover and un-
derhanded methods of murder, of the
inmates in the prison. This struggle
must still, must be more firmly and
strongly waged, because people’slives
are still  jeopardy.There isn’t any
sudden *“'OK"’, now, on everybody’s life,
or some life-time guarantee, As we've
pointed out, particularly in George’s
case, certainly it wasn't the cyanide
capsule that killed George, even though
he was facing the death penalty, It
wasn’t that, that killed him. The drop-
ping of rthe death penalty has little
meaning in his case, which projects,
clearly, the idea that it will have little

. meaning for those still suffering in the

camps. The need, then, to keep up the
strong communication and the link-up
between the people inside and outside,
for this reason and those we've talked
about, is a struggle that must be waged,
continue to be waged,

I want to get to another question if
we can...

ANGELA: Just one more point; and I
think it's an important point, because
it relates to the contribution of the pri-
son struggle to the revolutionary

struggle as a whole, When people,

generally, ask someone who is a com-
munist, or a socialist (and I'm a com-

" munist, a member of the Communist

Party) about prisons, they inevitably
say, well what are prisons like in the
Soviet Union,, in China, what’s hap-
pening here and what's happening there,
Just the other day, [ had the oc-

casion to talk with a member of the
Chilean Senate, who is also the head

of the Confederation of Labor Unions
in Chile, His name is Luis Figueroa.
He was a fraternal delegate to our
(Communist Party, U,S5,A,) Convention
in New York last week, He came out

here 2 days ago tovis: with me, I

asked him about Chile, which is a
country striving for socialism. He said
it is a country striving for socialism
in the sense that the electoral victory
(last year's election of Allende) was

a basis from which to carry out [|;!E*L_
revolution. He said thar they had im-
mediately attempted to restructire the

prison system. First of all, they re-
leased all political prisoners, all per-
sons, who had beencharged with crimes
* against the government, before(before
the election of Allende), Second of all,
they reduced virtually all the sentences

g e
If'-’: ﬁl

" | g
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“,..the abolition of the death penalty in this state, in California, was, just as

yow've said, a point to which they had to come, because of pressure from the
masses of people; but it certainly didn’t represent a human response on the pari

of the State,..”’

of all the prisoners who were incar-
cerated in Chile, Then, they instituted
a kind of a program for persons who
are accused of crime, and naturally,
there are still acts of theft and that
type of thing; but, of course, that takes

on a different significance once you
have a situation where people are be-
ginning to exercise their collective po-
wer, because it becomes a crime not
against an oppressive social order, but
it becomes a crime against the
struggling people, However, they felt
that they couldn’t deal with it in the

same way the capitalist system
dealt with crimes againstthe capitalist
system, They would have to develop
some new methods, One of the things
that they have is a program whereby
e |",|:'-'j‘_tt.::|‘| who commite that |~]rhl':f 1M
act has to be assisted in understand-

ing what he has C‘f:'--"- underst:
I

: incing
rthat he has onl nurt mmselt, lhen

after understanding that, making some
kind of promise to work with the people,
instead of against the people; and t:hafl,.
he doesn't do any kind of *‘time",
he's just let out, like that, What that
becomes is a process of education, L
didn’t really get that much information
aboutr 1it, because we didn’t talk for
very long, He said he would send me
some more material about the things
that they're doing in the prisons in
Chile, T just thought it was very sig-
nificant that in that country they see
the prison situation as a very impor-
tant problem, a problem important
enough to be integrated into a worker’'s
struggle, too, because all the trade
unions have committees which relate
directly to prisons and deal with thar,

END OF PART 1

NOTE: NEXT WEEK, IN PART II OF
THIS CONVERSATION WITH ANGELA,

ANGELA DISCUSSES WOMSN'S LIB-
ERATION AND COMRADE GEORGE
JACKSON, AS WELL AS GIVING HER
THOUGHTS ON ANUMBER OF OTHER
SUBJECTS.

ALSO; Angela’s trial began on Feb-
ruary 28th, with the cowrt’s finally
agreeing to allow the jury selection
process lo take place in open court,
(Previously, the presiding judge, Ri-
chard E, Arnason, had insisted that this
beginning phase of apublic trial be held
in his private chambers,) The first
panel of prospective, jurors iwas, as
all white, /Jury challenging

bredicled,

and selection will be going on all week,
See next
Panther for more information.

week's issue of the’ Black



THE BLACK PANTHER, SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1972 PAGE 5 -

10,000 FREE BAGS
OF GROCERIES

(WITH CHICKENS IN EVERY BAG)
WILL BE GIVEN AWAY AT THE

BLACK COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CONFERENCE

MARCH 29, 19712 Oakland Audiforium 10th St. OAKLAND, CALIF.  (DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 P.M.
MARCH 30, 1912 Brookfield Park 525 Jones Ave.[off of Edes] OAKLAND, CALIF. (1200 P.M.]

MARCH 31, 1972  San Pablo Park 2800 Park St. (at Oregon) BERKELEY, CALIF. (1200 P.M.

ORGANIZING | propLE'S ENTERTAINMENT |
BLACK POLITICAL | THE
POWER LIKE IT’S PERSUASIONS

£l BOBBY
¥ SEALE

n:]tmmn | NEVER BEEN RECORDING ARTISTS
PANTHER DONE BEFORE!!

PARTY

T T T e o T

JUST LIKE YOU HAVE THE RIGHT j(Rp 4

| T0 VOTE, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT T0 | SRk
{ EAT. TOGETHER WE CAN ACHIEVE | (PN

_RON i ALL OUR RIGHTS. FOR THREE |

oo | DAYS THERE'LL BE FREE FOOD.

UM FREE SICKLE CELL ANEMIA |
: TESTS, POLITICAL SPEAKERS |

 AND_ENTERTAINMENT.

3 _ 10,000
B, UGS SICKLE CELL
ah | ANEMIA TESTS
: | SPEAKERS

- SISTER JOHNNIE TILLMAN »

- NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, WELFARE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION
o JULIAN BOND, o D'ARMY BAILEY, o IRA SIMMONS, o ARTHUR EVE,

~ GEORGIA STATE SENATOR BERKELEY CITY COUNCILMAN BERKELEY CITY COUNCILMAN ® NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN

o LLOYD BARBEE, o DONALD WILLIAMS, o REVEREND CHARLES KOEN,

" WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLYMAN MEDICAL AUTHORITY ON SICKLE CELL ANEMIA BLACK UNITED FRONT, CAIRO,ILLINOIS

fﬂTHER EARL NEIL, o MARSHA MARTIN, o J0DY ALLEN, B\

AUGUSTINE EPISCOPAL CHURCH STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT, MILLS COLLEGE EHAIIIHH OF THE B.S.U., LANEY r.ﬂ]{!a! |

REGISTER TO VOTE FOR SURVIVAL s\

._'.-’

- fﬂl FURTHER INFORMATION AT CONFERENCE, CONTACT THE BLACK HH"IHI'I PARTY,CEMTRAL HEADQUARTERS, 1048 PERALTA iﬂm.—'/
OAKLAND, CALIFORMIA CALL {H!! 465-5047
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~ TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS
10 GO, NOW

BROTHER LEE OTIS JOHNSON DENIED APPEAL
ON 30-YEAR MARIJUANA CONVICTION
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Even a quiet legal lynching in a
Southern town will not silence the
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Lee Otis Johnsons.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

" spoken at a memovial for Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, who had just been

cut down by a yucist assassin’s
bullet in Memphis, Tennessee.

Lee Otis was arrested and charged
with possession and sale ofone mari-
juana cigareile (in Texas, a gift con-
stitutes a sale). Nol long after thal,
Lee Otlis Johnson weni to trial on
these phony criminal charges for his
political beliefs and activity.

Jtlly Williams, the Black under-

cc er agent, testified during the trial
_ th | he (Billy Williams) had received
or marijuana cigaretle from the de-
fe iant, Lee Otis Joknson., That was
al that was needed. A few vacisis
. w ‘e thrown in to testify regarding
hi  ““militant’’ activity, while the
pi1 ss began suddenly presenting de-
ta: 'ed descriptions of all civil rights
activity and student protests, to pro-
perly prejudice the jury. The Hous-
ton power structure had their con-
viction, Lee Otis Johnson was Ssen-

tenced to the unbelievable penalty of
thirty years in the Texas State Pri-
son sysiem,

It is interesting to nole that pig
Billy Williams, along with three other
narcotics agents, E.J, Stringfellow,
L, Lanbrum and B.A, Alcorn, were
responsible for the brulal beating, to
the point of near death, of Jimmy
Ray Richardson, a Brother who lives
in the Third Ward Black Commun-
ity in Houston. Above all, Billy Wil-
liams, along with his cohorts, is
knouwn to be one of the mosi mnor-
toriously barbaric and sadistic mem-
bers of the force. Also, Billy Wil-
liams® promotion to this elite squad
of fascists (Houston Police Depari-
ment’s Narcotics Squad) is primarily
attributed to the part he played in
helping the Stale to falsely convict
Lee Otis Johnson,

None of this is new information,
for Brother Lee Olisis safely ““tuck-
ed’’ away, silenced, and ihe world
can go on as ""uswal’®, There have
been the court battles for appeal:
Ssince the irial, Lee Olis’ atlor-
neys, Bobby Caldwell, William Walsh,
Bennett Stokes and Charles A, Keilen
have petilioned the Federal Courts.
They are arvguing: I) that Lee Otis
was denied a change in venue for the
trial; 2) that his irial was preju-
diced. by the widespread publicity by
the news media; 3) that the severity
of the penally (30 years) conslitutes
*“ cyuel and unusual’’ punishment; and
4) that he was entrapped i a rac-
ist legal network and denied effect-
ive assislance and counsel. Also,
since the trial, various defense com-
mitlees and defense funds have been
established. This commumity support,
coupled with the legal work done for
Lee Otis, forced the U.S, Federal
District Court to grant him ahearing
this year on motions for a re-trial,

Al the hearing (which was held on
Janwary 4, 1972), Houslon pig chief,
Herman B, Short, and various other
members of the Slate’s conspiracy
against Lee Olis, took the stand. Short
pretended not to recognize Lee Otis,
although he had been one of the main
men '‘behind the scenes’ in the ori-
ginal frame-up, Lee Otis’ attorneys
used Short's and other racisis’ lesti-
mony o show that Lee Olis could
not possibly have obtained a fair trial
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in Houston, The stale conien
a vacist attitude toward Lee ﬂiﬁi
a jury of non-peers, Presiding Judge §
Eﬂﬂ. hﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂr, ruled ﬂlﬂt m f‘w
would have to grant Lee Otis a re-
trial within ninety-days, or release §
him. E

The people who attended the hea
were jubilant! They were happy tnat §
Lee Otrs would be out in three months,
However, Houston’s power structure
is not giving up that easy. The Dis-
trict aitorney has already filed anap-
peal that will tie the case up in Fed-
eral Court for at least another yenr,‘
effectively, for the moment, denying
Lee Otis release,
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This is not the first time that
Houston bureaucrats have filibuster-
ed around Lee Otis’ case, Once, for
example, in 1969, and two times in
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BROTHER JIMMY RICHARDSON,
like Lee Otis, found owt too late
about black pig Williams,
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1970, motions for an appeal and/or
re-trial hearing have beendenied. On
the third occasiom, a petilion con-
taining 13,000 signatures demanding
Lee Otis’ freedom was submitted, The
court also chose to ignove (his.

The case of Brother Lee Otis John-
son is just another example of the
Svuthern railroad. It may be a little
quieter, a little more subtle than be-
fore, but it is just as vicious, as
calculated, as cold as the public
Iynchings, so popular in the thirties.
The sufferings of the Lee Olis John~
sons will continue until an effective,
organized and united community cam-
paign are mounted to kalt the wheels
of the Sowthern Judicial vailroad,

4LL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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i PEOPLE’S PETITION

Fi

: FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE OF BROTHER DAVID

" HILLIARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA PRISON

=

SYSTEM OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND WiTh
A RETRIAL JURY OF HIS PEER-GROUP.

= ad——-— — —— i

WE THE PEOPLE, RESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY, IN THE SPIRIT OF REVOLUTIONARY
INTERCOMMUNALISM, DO HEREBY REDRESS OUR GRIEVANCE AND PETITION THE COURTS OF
AMERICA AND THE CALIFORNIA STATE GOVERNMENT AND PAROLE BOARD: THAT DAVID HILLIARD
BE RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON INCARCERATION IN THE CALIFORNIA PENAL SYSTEM TO THE
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITIES ON PAROLE OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND,

BROTHER DAVID HILLIARD, POLITICAL PRISONER AND CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE BLACK PANTHER
PARTY, WAS IN FACT WRONGFULLY CONVICTED ON FALSE.CHARGES BY A PREDOMINATELY
WHITE RACIST JURY, AS ALL MEMBERS OF THE OAKLAND BLACK COMMUNITY WERE SYSTEMA-
TICALLY ELIMINATED FROM THE JURY SELECTION PROCESS IN HIS TRIAL.

IN LIGHT OF THESE FACTS, WE THE UNDERSIGNED, THEREFORE PETITION THAT DAVID HILLIARD
BE GRANTED HIS HUMAN AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, THAT IS, PAROLE FROM PRISON OR AN
APPEAL BAIL BOND BY THE AMERICAN COURTS PENDING APPEAL OF HIS CASE BEFORE HIGHER
COURTS, AND THAT HIS RETRIAL JURY BE OF HIS PEERS, A TRUE REPRESENTATION OF A CROSS
SECTION OF THE COMMUNITY.

IF IN THE

NAME ADDRESS CITY/ STATE/ ZIP COD US.A.
/ / E COUNTRY Res. YOTER

|
2

3

4
5
6
7
8
§

12
13
"
15
16

17
18
19 '

RETURN ALL PETITIONS TO BLACK PANTHER PARTY CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS =
oy s o o o o o g w1048 PERALTA STREET  OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94607 w e s mm mmm s e s s o s o
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MY MOTHER TOLD ME THAT WE MAY BE BARE-FOOTED AND HU

E FOR FREEDOM.
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